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fROSA:     THE  COUNCIL  FOR  DHvIOCEACY 
285  Madison  Avenue 
New  York,   N.Y. 


FOR  RELEASE  C     6 

Sunday,  Dec.    15tli,    1940 


COUNCIL  FOR  DmiOCPACY  STUDY 
WARNS  AGAINST  BLAMK3T  BAN 
ON  AI'JTI-Da^OCRATIC  GROUPS 

A  blanket  ban  on  meetings  of  all  anti-democratic  groups  in  this 
country  would  be  a  strategic  mistake  and  an  unnecessary  violation  of  our 
traditional  freedom  of  assembly,   according  to   the  first  of  a  series  of 
raeraorunda  on  current  national  problems  issued  today  by  the  Council  For 
Deraocrccy. 

Released  on  the  149th  anniversary  of  the  proclamation  of  the 
Bill  of  Rights,   the  maijorandum  represents  the  opinions  and  research  of 
a  panel  of  leading  scholars  in  various  fields  of  the  social  sciences  on 
the  question:   "Shall  Nazis,   Communists  and  other  anti-democratic  groups 
in  the  United  States  be  allowed  to  meet?" 

According  to  Dr.   Carl  J.  Priedrich,   chairman  of  the  Council's 
Committee  of  Correspondence,  which  directed  the  preparation  of  the  report, 
the  purpose  of  the  monorandum  is  to  survey  the  alternative  proposals  for 
action  which  have  been  advanced.     Although  it  does  not   recommend  any  spe- 
cific measure,   the  report  concludes  that   "the  evidence  presented  by  the 
consultants  tends  to  prove  that   a  conrolete  ban  on  anti-democratic  groups 
generally  succeeds  only  in  driving  than  underground,   where  they  gain  in 
glamour  and  secrecy  of  operation." 

"The  public  meeting  of  ant i-danoc ratio  groups,"  the  memorandum 
says,    "accompanied  at   times  by  uniforms  and  drills,    should  be  regarded 
merely  as  manifestations  of  a  more  deeply^ rooted  disorder.     In  treating 
these  symptoms,   we  should  recognize  that  we  are  not   curing  the  disease." 
The  memorandum  lists  a  number  of  ro^ilations  concerning  the 
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A  NEW  YEARNS  RESOLUTION  FOR  AMERICA 

By  Walter  Mh.lis 

Delivered  for  the  Council  For  Democracy  by  James  Cagney  on  the  Red  Nettvork 
of  the  National  Broadcasting  Company,  January  1,  1941 


'T'  HE  year  now  opening  may  well  prove  to  be 
the  most  critical  in  the  history  of  the  mod- 
ern world.  That  is  the  simple,  if  tremendous, 
fact.  What  great  changes  it  may  witness,  what 
events  it  may  bring,  what  victories  or  what  sur- 
renders, we  do  not  know.  But  we  can  be  sure 
that  they  will  be  far-reaching.  We  can  be  sure 
that  whatever  the  world  may  look  like  on  Janu- 
arv  1,  1942,  it  will  not  look  as  it  does  today. 
This  new  year  before  us  may  be  decisive — de- 
cisive for  the  whole  future  of  the  United  States, 
and  decisive  for  that  way  of  life  which  we  sum 
up  as  "the  democratic  system." 

Democracy  is  a  word  of  many  meanings,  of 
many  values.  To  each  one  of  tis  it  presents  dif- 
ferent freedoms,  different  hopes:  it  has  for  each 
of  us  its  different  pains  and  difficulties  as  well. 
It  has  been  defined  in  manv  different  ways.  But 
running  through  all  the  definitions  is  the  same 
central  idea.  Democracy  is  a  way  in  which  men 
and  women  can  organize  themselves  by  their 
OW11  consent  for  the  multiple  tasks  of  modem 
living.  It  is  a  ^vay  in  which  they  can  live  their 
lives  and  do  their  work  because  they  want  to 
live  and  work  in  that  way  and  not  because  they 
ire  whipped  by  slave-drivers  or  bamboozled  by 
lars  and  propaganda  ministers. 

Our  political  campaigns  and  our  systems  of 
voting,  our  independent  courts  and  established 
laws,  our  uncensored  press  and  radio,  our  inde- 
pendent trade  unions  and  countless  other  or- 
ganizations, our  guarantees  of  individual  liber- 
ties— no  one  of  these  things  may  seem  of  over- 
whelming importance  by  itself.  Why  should 
anyone  exert  himself  for  civil  liberties  that  are 
very  often  infringed,  or  for  courts  that  fre- 
quently give  wrong  or  narrow  decisions,  or  for 
the  right  to  vote  when  the  individual's  vote  is 
but  a  drop  in  a  vast  sea  of  other  votes  whose 
verdict  can  be  read  anyhow  in  the  public  opin- 
ion polls  beforehand?  Why?  For  no  reason, 
except  that  all  these  things,  added  together,  do 
make  up  a  system  of  government  by  the  consent 
of  each  one  of  us,  a  system  by  which  men  and 
women  do  the  things  they  must  do,  not  because 
a  pistol  is  held  at  their  heads,  but  because  thev 
agree  to  the  basic  principles  of  their  society. 

Democracy  is  a  system.   But  it  is  also  a  con- 
viction— a  conviction  that  we  can   guide  our 
own  destiny,  even  in  these  extraordinarilv  com- 
plicated times  that  modem  science  and  inven- 
tion and  organization  have  created  for  us.   All 
of  us  have  been  brought  up  in  this  conviction ; 
it  has  been  a  part  of  the  air  we  have  breathed ; 
^jt  has  been  so  much  an  element  of  our  daily 
^ves  that  few  of  us  have  realized  how  rare  and 
"*^ow  splendid  that  conviction  is.    But  we  are 
learning  fast.  We  have  seen  great  governments 
and  large  areas  of  the  world  turn  their  backs 
upon  the  whole  concept  of  democracy.  "Democ- 
racy is  too  difficult,"  say  the  dictators.  "It  is  a 


fine  idea,  but  it  is  too  hard  to  make  it  work  to- 
day.   In  the  modem  world  of  machinery,  of 
specialization,  of  great  masses  of  men  related 
by  complicated  economic  ties,  we  can't  handle 
anything  so  human  and  free  as  democracy.  We 
have  to  tell  people  what  is  good  for  them,  and 
have  the  concentration  camp  and  the  castor  oil, 
secret    police    and    tlie    machine    guns,    ready 
to  take   care  of  those  who  make  difficulties. 
This,"  say  the  dictators,  "is  the  only  way  by 
Avhich  whole  nations  can  today  be  made  to 
work  together,  fight  together  and  be  kept  quiet." 
That  is  the  new  conviction  which  has  been 
arising  in  the  world.  That  is  what  is  being  said 
and  what  is  being  enforced  upon  our  society  by 
heavy  artillery  and  bombing  planes.  The  demo- 
cratic idea,  which  we  had  all  taken  for  granted 
as  a  natural  part  of  our  existence,  is  being  chal- 
lenged with  a  directness,  an  immediacy  and  a 
power  which  a   dozen  years  ago   would  have 
been  incredible.   And  this  year  1941  w  ill  very 
probably  decide  whether  that  challenge  is  to 
succeed  or  fail,  whether  this  world  of  ours  is  to 
be  organized  by  the  consent  of  brave  and  free 
men  or  to  be  organized  by  force  and  fraud,  be- 
cause narrow  and  little  men  have  quailed  before 
the  problems  of  the  time  and  found  no  solution. 
As  we  stand  upon  the  threshold  of  this  great 
year,  we  inevitably  think  of  New  Year's  Reso- 
lutions.   New  Year's  Resolutions  have  become 
little  more  than  a  joke  for  the  comic  papers. 
But  at  this  New  Year  there  is  one  resolution 
which  is  no  joke,  which  all  Americans  not  only 
can  make,  but  which  they  can  keep  through 
every  day  of  the  year  to  come.  This  is  the  reso- 
lution that  the  democratic  system,  the  demo- 
cratic concept  of  life,  the  democratic  conviction 
that  modem  life  can  be  a  free  and  successful 
collaboration  of  men  and  women,  shall  not  per- 
ish from  this  earth.   Each  one  of  us  can  make 
that   resolution — whether  on   the   production- 
line,  in  the  office,  on  the  farm  or  in  the  home — 
each  doing  his  own  job  in  our  great  society  to 
the  best  of  his  ability. 

Each  one  of  us  as  an  individual  has  a  stake  in 
Democracy,  but  it  is  only  when  all  of  us  know 
this,  believe  in  it  and  are  willing  to  pledge  a 
year's  Resolution  to  defending  it,  that  Democ- 
racy can  continue  to  be  ours. 

Let  us  resolve  that  every  day  we  will  be  will- 
ing to  make  Democracy  work — to  use  in  every 
daily  act  the  democratic  methods  of  reason,  of 
collaboration,  of  consent  in  managing  our  own 
lives.  That  is  a  New  Year's  Resolution  worth 
making  and  worth  keeping.  We  ask  you  to 
make  it — we  ask  you  to  keep  it. 

Democracy  is  the  personal  vision  of  all  of  us. 
Democracy  is  the  promise  of  our  great  nation. 
To  the  fulfillment  of  those  visions,  to  the  real- 
ization of  that  promise — to  Democracy — we 
pledge  ourselves  for  1941. 


FROM:  COUNCIL  FOR  DEMOCRACY 
285  Madison  Avcnus 

New  York,  N.  Y. 
Murray  Hill  3-2465 


rOR  RELEASE 
SATURDAY  P.M.  JANUARY  18,  1941 


?AOTS  ABOUT  rEMOCRACY  IK  THE  'JIIITET  STATES 

TO  BE  miLBB  TO  SIOTATCRSKIPS 

-0- 

Dcmocraey  Group  Will  Tost  International 

Postal  Agreements  in  Effort  to 

Counteract  Propaganda 

New  York  -  January  18.  A  plan  for  utilizing  international  postal  agree- 
ments in  order  to  send  facts  about  democracy  into  Germany,  Italy  and  Russia  was  an- 
nounced today  (Saturday)  by  C.  T).   Jackson,  President  of  the  Council  Per  Democracy. 

Pointing  out  that  thcso  nations  were  explooting  the  International  Postal 
Convention  in  order  to  send  anti-American  propaganda  into  this  country  at  the  expense 
of  American  taxpayers,  Mr.  Jackson  declared  that  there  was  no  reason  why  Americans 
should  not  expect  reciprocal  treatment. 

In  a  statement  madft  public  by  Mr.  Jackson,  the  Council  reported  that,  "as 
a  signatory  to  the  International  Postal  Convention,  the  United  States  Government  must 
undertake  free  delivery  of  all  postal  matter  on  which  the  postal  rate  is  paid  and 
collected  in  the  country  of  origin.  Under  this  agreement,  the  Nazi  regime  in  Germany 
has  been  printing  millions  of  copies  of  propaganda  leaflets  and  letters,  and  affixing 
to  the  envelopes  stamps  it  prints  at  small  cost  to  itself.   This  material  is  then 
shipped  to  the  United  States  via  Siberia  and  Japan,  and  across  the  Pacific.  Here  it 
is  sorted  by  American  postal  clerks,  hauled  on  American  railroads,  and  delivered  by 
American  postmen.  All  of  this  work  is  done  at  the  expense  of  the  American  Taxpayer," 

The  Council  declared  that,  while  the  United  States  Government  cannot  refuse 
to  deliver  this  material  without  violating  a  treaty  agreement,  "Americans  themselves 
must  take  steps  to  put  a  reciprocity  program  into  action." 

"The  Council  Eor  Democracy  'oroposes,  therefore,  to  bring  the  truth  tc  the 
peoples  suffering  in  ignorance  under  the  dictatorships  of  Germauiy,  Italy  and  Russia," 
the  statement  continued.   "It  proposes  to  take  advantage  of  the  very  same  treaty 
that  the  Nazi  propaganda  machine  is  now  exploiting  to  the  utmost," 

Pro-democracy  messages  will  be  routed  via  the  Far  East  to  Germany,  Italy 
and  Russia  under  United  States  postage,  the  Council  said,  adding:   "If  these  count- 
ries are  sincere  in  their  adherence  to  the  treaty  they  now  exploit,  this  mail  should 
be  delivered  rapidly  and  without  any  censorship  whatever,  as  in  this  country." 

The  Council  stated  that,  in  its  communications  abroad,  "it  will  make  no 
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PROM  J      CCUIICIL  FCm  DE1I0CRA,0Y 
285  Madison  Avenue 
New  York  ,  U.  Y. 

Murray  Hill  3-2465  January  18,  1941. 

TOTALITARIAN  ABUS3  0¥   INTESHATIOtTAL  POSTAX  AGRSEMMTS 

A  Statement  "by  the  Council  For  Democracy. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  are  paying  the  cost  of  propaganda  undermining 
their  own  security.  As  a  signatory  to  the  International  Postal  Convention,  The 
United  States  Government  must  undertake  free  delivery  of  ^11  postal  matter  on  which 
the  postal  rate  is  paid  and  collected  in  the  country  of  origin. 

Under  this  agreement,  the  Nazi  regime  in  Germany  has  heen  printing  millions  of 
copies  of  propaganda  leaflets  and  letters,  and  affixing;  to  the  envelopes  stamps  it 
prints  at  small  cost  to  itself.  This  material  is  then  shipped  to  the  United  States 
via  Siberia  and  Japan,  and  across  the  Pacific  to  this  country.  Here  it  is  sorted  by 
American  postal  clerks,  hauled  on  American  railroads,  and  delivered  by  American  post- 
men. All  of  this  work  is  done  at  the  expense  of  the  American  tarpayer. 

This  system  was  unobjectionable  so  long  as  it  remained  reciprocal  —  so  long  as 
Americans  could  do  the  same  thing  with  Germany.  There  has  been  no  such  reciprocity 
for  years.  The  United  States,  being  a  democratic  nation,  does  not  censor  mail.  The 
National  Socialist  Government  of  Germany,  being  a  totalitarian  dictatorship,  has  cen- 
sored all  mail  falling  into  its  hands  since  1933.  Ant i -democracy  propaganda  can  be 
shipped hore  from  Germany  at  will,  Can  the  truth  about  democracy  be  mailed  to  Germany? 

According  to  information  received  at  the  offices  of  the  Council  For  Democracy, 
the  Nazis  propaganda  machine  in  Germany  has  huge  lists  of  Americans  to  whom  pro-Nazi 
and  anti-democratic  propaganda  is  regularly  mailed.  From  Berlin  and  Munich  the  flow 
has  reached  a  crescendo  in  terms  of  quantity.  The  same  technique  is  employed  by  the 
Soviet  Union  and  by  the  Fascist  government  of  Italy. 
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Murray  Hill  3-2465 
285  Madison  Avenue,  New  York 
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September  30,  1941 


^7 


Dear  Priend  of  the  Council  Tor  Democracy: 

The  recent  statement  of  the  America  Plrst  Committee 
defending  Charles  A.  Lindbergh's  Des  Moines  speech,  in  which 
Mr.  Lindbergh  singled  out  a  religious  group  as  "warmongers", 
seems  conclusive  evidence  that  the  America  First  Committee  la 
resorting  to  the  anti-democratic  tactic  of  fostering  group 
prejudice  among  the  American  people. 

The  Council  For  Democracy  feels  strongly  that  every 
instance  of  this  anti-democratic  technique  must  be  spiked  at  the 
outset,  whether  it  occurs  among  interventionists  or  isolationists, 
We  feel,  as  you  undoubtedly  do,  that  the  American  people  must  be 
constantly  warned  against  the  dangers  inherent  in  these  attempts 
to  ape  the  well-known  Nazi  methods  of  divide  and  rule . 

In  an  effort  to  put  an  end  to  these  bigoted  and  sin- 
ister attacks,  I  have  written  an  open  letter  in  the  name  of 
the  Council  For  Democracy,  to  General  Robert  E.  Wood,  national 
Chairman  of  the  America  First  Committee,  condemning  his  group's 
injection  of  an  anti-democratic  issue  into  the  isolationist- 
interventionist  debate. 

I  am  enclosing  a  copy  of  this  letter  in  the  belief 
that  you,  too,  will  want  to  do  your  part  in  this  effort.  May  I 
urge  that  you  bring  this  letter  to  the  attention  of  your  local 
newspaper  editors  so  that  they  may  give  it  further  publicity. 
It  may  be  that  you  would  prefer  to  revise  it  somewhat  as  a 
letter  to  the  editor  over  your  own  signature.   Either  way,  you 
will  be  doing  an  invaluable  service  to  the  democracy  which  we 
are  determined  to  maintain  in  America. 


Sincerely  yours, 


y 


LC<    r-Y. 


Ernest  Angell,  President 
COOTCIL  FOR  DEMOCRACY 


Raymond  Gram  Swing,  Chairman  Ernest  Angki.i.,  President  C.  D.  Jackson,  Chairman  of  th>;  Board 

Carl  J.  Friedrich,  Chairman,  Executive  Committee  Evans  Clark,  Secretary  Percy  S.  Brown,  Treoinrer 

Executive  Committee:  Ernest  Angell,  Percy  S.  Brown.  Lyman  Bryson,  Cass  Canfield,  John  Farrak,  George 
M.  Harrison,  C.  D.  Jackson,  Walter  Millis,  George  N.  Sh'jster,  Raymond  Gram  Swing,  Robert  J.  Watt 


Address  of  Rear  Admiral  Richard  E.  Byrd,  under  /   /^f 

the  auspices  of  the  Council  for  Democracy,  delivered      \  i /  //" 
Wednesday,  October  8,  from  10:15  to  10:30  P.M.  EST,  over  "H  B 

ffABC  and  the  Columbia  Broadcasting  System, 


DISUNITY  THE  WARMONGER 

The  unfortunate  term,  "warmonger."  is  being  hurled  in  an  ever- 
increasing  tempo  at  men  and  groups  throughout  the  land.  The  word  is  an 
effective  and  plausible  propaganda  device,  but  it  is  based  upon  a  fallacious 
argument.   It  is  beginning  to  have  an  adverse  effect  on  our  defense  efforts. 
Just  at  a  time  when  it  is  vital  that  we  double  our  production  man-hours,  and, 
because  I  am  concerned  about  this,  I  am  using  part  of  my  ann\ial  leave  from 
'  my  regular  naval  duties  in  order  to  talk  to  you  as  an  unprejudiced  private 
citizen. 

In  order  to  unmask  the  warmonger  fallacy  and  show  you  who  the  real 
warmongers  are,  I  must  draw  for  you  a  picture  of  two  great  national  perils 
to  which  so  many  millions  in  this  country  still  seem  to  be  asleep. 

First,  there  is  the  obvious  and  much  debated  possibility  of  a 
physical  invasion  of  the  United  States  by  the  Nazi  army.  But  there  is  a 
much  less  obvious  but  perhaps  an  even  more  pressing  hazard  of  invasion  of 
America  by  the  Nazi  idea.  These  national  dangers  exist  because  there  is  a 
definite  reason  why  Nazism  must  decree  the  death  of  our  way  of  life.  That 
reason  is  more  fundamental,  more  urgent,  than  Hitler's  known  lust  to  con- 
quer the  United  States. 

America's  death  sentence  is  inherent  In  thft  evil  philoso-phy  of 
National  Socialism  -  in  the  Nazi  idea  that  might  is  the  only  right,  and  that 
therefore  the  Christ  idea  is  wrong.  Hitler  has  decreed  the  death  of  Americaji 
democracy  because  liberty  must  die  If  Nazism  is  to  survive,  fe  all  know  that 
his  lust  for  power  is  a  strong  enough  reason  for  his  desiring  the  enslavement 
of  the  American  people,  but  few  seem  to  realize  that  his  instinct  of  self- 
preservation  supplies  him  with  a  more  primitive  and  even  stronger  motive. 

Let  me  explain  further.  Hitler  knows  that,  to  consolidate  his 
victories,  he  must  keen  the  peoples  he  has  conquered  under  his  heel.  He 
knows  that  with  so  many  millions  of  slaves  to  control  he  can  only  do  this 
if  he  kills  all  hope  in  them.  He  knows  that  he  can  not  do  that  so  long  as 
Am?rj.c^'s  light  of  liberty  shines  over  Europe  as  a  beacon  of  hope  for  all 

who  flre  enslaved. Unless  he  exterminates  the  spirit  of  freedom  everywhere. 

democracy  ^yJH  rise  triumphant  in  the  end.  Thus  Hitler  can  not  allow  a 
gy^at  citadel  of  liberty  to  survive  anywhere  in  the  world,.  He  knows  that 
it  is  either  de^th  for  liberty  or  death  for  himself  and  Nazism. 

Each  of  Hitler's  victories  makes  more  enemies  for  him.  Tortured 
humanity  and  violated  democracy,  like  the  mills  of  the  gods,  grind  slowly 
but  they  grind  exceeding  fine. 
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December  9,  1941 


Dear  Friend  of  the  Comicll  For  Democracy: 

For  your  infoiTaation  we  are  enclosing  a  copy  of  the 
statement,  "This  Is  Our  Answer,"  fonaulated  by  the  Council 
iji'jned lately  after  our  declaration  of  v/ar  against  Japan,  This 
stater^ont  was  published  as  an  advertisement  in  the  New  York  Times 
and  the  New  York  Herald  Tribune,  Tuesday,  December  9,. 

"This  Is  Our  /jisv/er"  expresses  the  sincere  and  heart- 
felt convictions  of  the  Council  and  io  an  indication  of  the 
general  line  of  effort  vjhich  the  Council  v;ill  follow  from  now  on. 
We  feel  sure  that  the  stateir.ent  also  expresses  your  own  deep 
feelin/3:s. 

In  view  of  the  deadly  peril  which  our  country  faces,  . 
the  Council  earnestly  believes  that  the  convictions  expressed  in 
this  statement  should  be  i?lven  the  widest  possible  dissemination 
and  we  urce  you  to  pasB  this  copy  along  to  your  friends  -//hen  you 
have  finished  reading  it, 

Ernest  Angell 
President 
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THIS  IS  OUR 
ANSWER 


1  his  is  the  crisis  of  our  world.  We 
have  answered  wanton  attack  by  our 
declaration  of  war.  We  mean  to  see 
that  war  through  to  a  finish.  But  the 
attack  upon  us  is  not  just  an  attack 
by  a  single  nation.  It  is  part  and  parcel 
of  a  nithless,  world-wide  pattern  of 
conquest.  It  means  that  the  democratic 
way  of  life  we  have  cherished  and  the 
totalitarian  way  of  life  proclaimed  by 
the  Axis  leaders  cannot  live  together 
anywhere  in  the  same  world. 

It  isn't  easy  for  peaceable  Americans 
to  believe  that.  But  now  we  belong 
to  all  free  mankind.  If  the  world  it- 
self is  to  be  a  place  where  a  free  man 
can  hold  up  his  head,  we  have  to  help 
make  it  so,  with  our  own  blood  and 
sweat  and  tears. 

We  have  tried  to  solve  a  specific 
problem  between  two  nations  by  peace- 
ful negotiation.  That  was  right  and 
just.  But  the  bombs  on  Pearl  Harbor 
are  the  final  answer  to  all  ihose  who 
ever  believed  that  Iryanny  and  democ- 
racy can  share  the  same  seas,  can 
breathe  the  same  air. 

Remains  the  vast  task  for  all  Ameri- 
cans. We  stand  united  today,  every 
man  and  woman.    This  is  the  end  of 


appeasement,  of  disunity,  of  tolerance 
of  the  pro-Fascists  in  our  midst.  Yet 
we  shall  preserve  our  democratic  ways 
at  home. 

Where  is  our  essential  strength?  It 
is  in  the  very  factors  that  seemed,  at 
times,  to  be  our  weakness.  Because  we 
all  spoke  our  minds,  we  were  thought 
divided.  Today  is  the  answer.  The 
resolution  that  moves  the  American 
people  today  was  not  handed  down 
from  above  by  any  one  man.  It  is  the 
groundswell  of  all  the  people — it 
comes  from  the  grass-roots  and  the 
alleys  and  the  houses  of  Kttle  tbwnsT  IT" 
comes  and  it  keeps  on  coming.  That  is 
our  huge  weapon. 

The  long  struggle  will  be  the  giant 
testing  ground  for  all  we  believe  and 
love,  for  all  we  have  built  for  two  cen- 
turies, and  for  the  future  we  mean  to 
build.  We  shall  not  abandon  our 
democratic  faith,  either  during  this 
war,  or  when  this  war  is  done.  No 
matter  what  we  must  face,  we  mean 
to  see  that  democracy  shall  live  and 
grow.  The  issue  is  grimly  plain.  But 
we  shall  go  forward — not  in  vengeance, 
not  merely  to  destroy,  but  to  build  a 
free  world  for  all  men. 


COUNCIL  FOR  DEMOCRACY 

285  Madison  Avenue,  New  York  City    •    RAYMOND  GRAM  SWING,  National  Chairman 
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'"  December  9,  1941 

Dear  Friend  of  the  Council  For  Democracy: 

For  your  ir.foi'mation  v;e  are  oncloairif^  a  copy  of  the 
statement,  "This  Is  Our  Answor,"  formulated  by  the  Council 
immediately  after  our  declaration  of  v/ar  acainst  Japan,  This 
staterient  was  published  as  an  advertisement  in  the  New  York  Times 
and  the  Hew  York  Herald  Tribune,  T'aesday,  December  9, 

"This  Is  Our  yjiswer"  expresses  tha  sincere  and  heart- 
felt convictions  of  the  Council  nnd  ic  an  in'iication  of  the 
general  line  of  of  fort  v.hich  the  Council  v/ill  follow  from  now  on. 
We  feel  sure  that  the  statement  also  expresses  your  own  deep 
feelin/^s. 

In  view  of  the  deadly  peril  which  our  country  faces, 
the  Council  earnestly  believes  that  the  convictions  expressed  in 
this  statement  should  be  friven  the  widest  possible  dissemination 
and  we  urce  you  to  pass  this  copy  along  to  your  friends  v/hen  you 
have  finished  reading  it, 

Ernest  Angell 
President 
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THIS  IS  OUR 
ANSWER 


1  his  is  the  crisis  of  our  world.  We 
have  answered  wanton  attack  by  our 
declaration  of  war.  We  mean  to  see 
that  war  through  to  a  finish.  But  the 
attack  upon  us  is  not  just  an  attack 
by  a  single  nation.  It  is  part  and  parcel 
of  a  ruthless,  world-wide  pattern  of 
conquest.  It  means  that  the  democratic 
way  of  life  we  have  cherished  and  the 
totalitarian  way  of  life  proclaimed  by 
the  Axis  leaders  cannot  live  together 
anywhere  in  the  same  world. 

It  isn't  easy  for  peaceable  Americans 
to  believe  that.  But  now  we  belong 
to  all  free  mankind.  If  the  world  it- 
self is  to  be  a  place  where  a  free  man 
can  hold  up  his  head,  we  have  to  help 
make  it  so,  with  our  own  blood  and 
sweat  and  tears. 

We  have  tried  to  solve  a  specific 
problem  between  two  nations  by  peace- 
ful negotiation.  That  was  right  and 
just.  But  the  bombs  on  Pearl  Harbor 
are  the  final  answer  to  all  those  who 
ever  believed  that  tryanny  and  democ- 
racy can  share  the  same  seas,  can 
breathe  the  same  air. 

Remains  the  vast  task  for  all  Ameri- 
cans. We  stand  united  today,  every 
man  and  woman.    This  is  the  end  of 


appeasement,  of  disunity,  of  tolerance 
of  the  pro-Fascists  in  our  midst.  Yet 
we  shall  preserve  our  democratic  ways 
at  home. 

Where  is  our  essential  strength?  It 
is  in  the  very  factors  that  seemed,  at 
times,  to  be  our  weakness.  Because  we 
all  spoke  our  minds,  we  were  thought 
divided.  Today  is  the  answer.  The 
resolution  that  moves  the  American 
people  today  was  not  handed  down 
from  above  by  any  one  man.  It  is  the 
groundswell  of  all  the  people — it 
comes  from  the  grass-roots  and  the 
alleys  and  the  houses  of  little  towns.  It 
comes  and  it  keeps  on  coming.  That  is 
our  huge  weapon. 

The  long  struggle  will  be  the  giant 
testing  ground  for  all  we  believe  and 
love,  for  all  we  have  built  for  two  cen- 
turies, and  for  the  future  we  mean  to 
build.  We  shall  not  abandon  our 
democratic  faith,  either  during  this 
war,  or  when  this  war  is  done.  No 
matter  what  we  must  face,  we  mean 
to  see  that  democracy  shall  live  and 
grow.  The  issue  is  grimly  plain.  But 
we  shall  go  forward — not  in  vengeance, 
not  merely  to  destroy,  but  to  build  a 
free  world  for  all  men. 


COUNCIL  FOR  DEMOCRACY 

285  Madison  Avenue,  New  York  City    •    RAYMOND  GRAM  SWING,  Neaional  Chairman 
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Hew  York,  N.Y, 


PRO-DEMO CRAOY  GROUP  PLANS 
NATIOUWIDE  YOUTH  PROGRAM 


A  series  of  conferences  with  national  leaders  in  the  field  of  education 
will  te  held  d\iring  the  next  few  days  in  Washington  Tjy  the  Council  For  Democracy 
to  work  out  an  effective,  nationwide  program  of  pro-Democracy  work  among  educa- 
tional institutions  and  youth  organizations,  it  was  announced  today  ty  C,  D, 
Jackson,  president  of  the  Council, 

Dr.  Herbert  C,  Mayer,  who  recently  joined  the  Council  as  director  of  its 
Education  and  Youth  activities,  will  confer  with  officials  of  the  American  Council 
of  Education,  the  American  Educational  Association,  and  the  Government  Office  of 

Education, 

The  aim  of  the  Council ^s  program  will  be  to  coordinate  pro-Democracy 
activities  already  undervray  in  schools  and  youth  groups  and  to  initiate  new  proj- 
ects designed  to  stimulate  active  participation  in  the  promotion  and  defense  of 
Democracy,  Dr.  Mayer  explained. 

Dr.  Mayer,  who  will  have  charge  of  the  Council's  program  in  this  field, 
is  an  educator  of  long  standing.  For  ten  years  he  was  Professor  of  Secondary 
Education  at  Boston  University,  More  recently  he  has  been  associated  with  the 
Harvard  School  of  Education,  specializing  in  vocational  training.   During  the  first 
World  War  he  served  in  the  Air  Corps  and  for  several  years  was  education  and  train- 
ing director  of  the  Curtiss  Flying  Service.   He  ii  consultant  to  several  large 
corporations  on  personnel  and  training  and  has  had  practical  business  experience 
as  president  of  a  Boston  chemical  manufacturing  concern.  He  is  former  vice- 
president  of  the  Athletic  Federation  of  America  which  he  helped  to  form. 
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General  Robert  3.  Wood 

}Iational  Chairman,  America  i'irst  C5cnmittee 

Chicago  I  Illinois 


Dear  Ganeral  Wood: 


^\^ 


The  statement  issued  recently  "by  the  America  First  Committee 
supporting  Mr,  Lindbergh's  Des  Moines  speech  marks  the  adoption  by  your 
Committee  of  the  Nazi  technique  of  dividing  this  country  by  fostering 
prejudice  on  the  part  of  one  group  of  Americans  against  another,  Mr. 
Lindbergh  did  foster  that  prejudice  in  his  speech.  Your  Committee's 
statement  fails  to  repudiate  his  anti-democratic  incitement  to  bigotry 
and  division. 

The  Hazis  have  used  this  device  again  and  again  with  alarming  suc- 
cess in  every  country  which  was  the  object  of  their  covetousness. 
Every  nan  in  some  interest  is  a  member  of  a  minority  group.  Yesterday's 
attack  upon  the  Jews  leads  to  tomorrow's  attack  upon  the  Catholics, 
the  Masons,  the  Negroes,  the  bankers,  the  trade  unions,  the  foreigni*born. 
To  accuse  any  group  as  such  is  a  strategem  of  fear,  terror  and  defeat. 
The  attack  upon  any  group  is  a  menace  to  the.  whole. 

Yo\ir  Committee,  which  has  a  clear  right  to  advocate  a  certain 
foreign  policy  for  this  country,  should  have  seized  this  occasion  to 
repudiate  an  irrelevant  and  anti-democratic  issue  injected  into  this 
debate  by  one  of  your  distinguished  members.  Your  evasion  ranges  you, 
whether  deliberately  or  unwittingly,  on  the  side  of  the  Nazis  who  work 
to  destroy  democracy  at  its  very  roots.  Unless  you  promptly  and  com- 
pletely disavow  the  use  of  this  anti-democratic  technique,  henceforth 
you  will  be  known  as  enemies  of  the  democratic  spirit  in  America. 

The  Council  For  Democracy  supports  the  declared  national  policy 
of  resistance  to  the  aggressors.   The  Council  also  supports  your  right 
freely  t-)  express  your  views  on  foreign  policy.  Bat  it  joins  with  the 
vast  majority  of  Americans  in  condemning  any  attempt  to  split  our 
country  into  warring  factions  which  would  be  unable  to  unite  in  the  face 
of  common  danger. 

Very  truly  yours. 


Ernest  Angell 

President 

For  Council  For  Democracy 
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This  material  is  simply  background  description  of  the  organiza- 
tion, plan  of  action,  and  financial  backing  of  the  Council  For  Democracy, 
for  your  information.  It  does  not  cover  the  actual  activity  in  progreBs 
or  in  the  planning  stage.  Full  details  of  these  projects  will  be  brought 
to  your  attention  in  the  form  of  publicity  releases. 

Any  questions  regarding  the  Council  and  its  work  may  be  directed 
to  me  aa  publicity  representative.  If  I  am  not  available,  the  following 
executives  may  be  reached  for  conment: 

C.  D.  Jackson,  President 

285  Madison  Avenue,  New  York  City 
Murray  Hill  3-2465 

Francis  Smith.  Secretary  to  the  Executive  Committee 

286  Madison  Avenue,  New  York  City 
Murray  Hill  3-2465 

Our  aim  is  to  cooperate  to  the  fullest  extent  with  the  press  in 
making  available  to  the  public  infonnation  not  only  on  the  work  of  the 
Council,  but  all  pro-democracy  activity. 

JAMES  FULLER 


SUMMARY  OF  CCNT5IITS 
MMORAOTUM  ON  FRE3D0M  OF  ASSEMBLY 
Prepared  By 
THE  COU^ICIL  FOR  DEMOCRACY 
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Introduction  to  the  Problem 

Responsible  Americans  today  face  the  perplexing  prob- 
lems whether  or  not  to  allow  anti-democratic  groups 
to  hold  meetings  freely. 

On  the  one  hand,  they  know  that  such  meetings  often 
stir  up  class  and  race  hatred  and  may  strengthen  the 
enemies  of  our  democratic  way  of  life. 

On  the  other  hand,  to  protect  democracy  by  denying 
such  groups  the  right  to  meet  may  pave  the  way  for 
the  destruction  of  our  traditional  code  of  civil 
liberties.   What  is  to  prevent  such  restrictions 
from  being  applied  to  groups  which  are  simply  un- 
popular? 

Even  in  ordinary  times,  the  right  of  free  assembly  is 
not  absolute.   In  times "of  tension  no  simple  formula 
will  serve  to  re-define  that  right  satisfactorily. 
Grave  problems  of  strategy  as  well  as  constitutional 
guarantees  must  be  considered. 


Pages 
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Historical  Background 

From  the  beginning  of  constitutional  self-government, 
the  right  of  free  assembly  has  been  vital.   In  this 
country,  it  is  recognized  as  one  of  the  essential  at- 
tributes of  citizenship. 

In  the  years  of  our  industrial  growth,  the  most  seri- 
ous issues  involving  freedom  of  assembly  have  grown 
out  of  labor's  demand  for  the  right  to  organize  and 
strike. 
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The  World  War 

In  the  hysteria  of  war,  freedom  of  asr-embly  alon.^  with 
freedom  of  speech  was  denied  indiscriminately  to  many 
groups  without  regard  to  their  effect  on  the  nation's 
was  effort.   The  T:ost-war  period,  too,  gave  many  the 
opportunity  to  find  an  outlet  for  their  tensions  by 
persecuting  political  minorities. 

The  resilience  v/ith  which  civil  liberties  were  later 
restored,  however,  offers  no  guarnntee  for  the  future. 
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FEB  13  1942 

REFERtKCf  DEPARTOM- 


^r.  Archibald  MacLeish 
Librarian  of  Congress 
Washington,  D.C. 

Dear  Mr.  MacLeish: 

Here  is  an  assignment  that  you  are  especially  well  equipped  to  perform. 
We  are  starting  a  new  "Letters-to-the-Bditor"  project,  with  a  group  of  key  cor- 
r  spondentr'wS  :ill  egress  their  pro-democratic  views  through  the  public  press 
and  thus  help  solidify  public  opinion  on  iniportant  current  problems. 

Will  you  be  a  member  of  this  group? 

Our  key  correspondents  will  include  the  informed  men  and  women  through- 
out the  country  whose  judgment  we  respect,  whose  devotion  to  the  f  °^°^*J°  ^^^ 
of  1  fe  ?s  unSestioned,  and  whose  opinions  would  carry  weight.  As  a^-^«^  °^ 
the  CTouD  you  will  be  asked  merely  to  exercise  your  freedom  of  expression 
(tL-S^h'leUers  to  the  press)  to  help  bolster  our  national  unity  and  morale  in 
the  present  crisis. 

The  enclosed  bulletin  illustrates  the  type  of  material  that  is  desir- 
able  Tou  will  notice  we  are  not  dictating  a  letter  for  you  ^ut  are  simply  in- 
dicaUng  topics  that  deserve  discussion  and  suggesting  some  of  the  arguments  and 
source  material  that  could  be  used. 

This  is  the  first  of  a  series  of  bulletins  which  will  be  sent  to  our 
correspondents  at  regular  intervals.  You  may  not  receive  every  one  ijj^he  series 
as  we  do  not  want  to  overload  you.  But  we  do  ask  your  cooperation,  whenever  a 
bulletin  is  sent  you,  in  writing  your  letter  to  the  press  along  '^^h  our  f  ^«J 
correspondents  so  that  the  total  impact  of  our  messages  will  have  a  strong  influ- 
ence  on  public  opinion. 

We  should  welcome  any  Ide^-  rou  may  have  for  suitable  topics,  and,  in- 
deed, any  suggestions  for  the  plan  as  a  whole.  We'd  also  like  to  have  your  sug- 
gestions of  names  of  others  who  might  be  valued  participants. 

A  return  form  is  enclosed  as  well  as  the  first  bulletin  of  suggested 
topics.  Will  you  do  us  the  favor  of  returning  the  form,  filled  in,  at  your  ear- 
liest convenience? 


Gift 
Publiaher 
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Sincerely  yours, 
A.  R.  Allen 


^         c  ^L  ■  VBNv<ir  AttGELL  PresiJenl  CD.  Jackson,  Chairman  of  (he  Board 

RAYMOND  GRAM  SWING  CW^^»  EC^rCLARK  S^^^-'-'O  PtKCY  S.Bko^U,  Treasurer 

Carl  J  ¥U£DUCH,  Chairman,  Executive  Committee  tyANS  i^lakk,^ ecreiary 

Executive  Committee:  Ernest  Angell.  Stephen  Vincent  Benet,  Percy  S.  Brown,  Lyman  Bryson,  Cass  Canf.eld,  John  Farrar. 
GeorgbM    Harrison.  C.  D.  Jackson.  Arthur  S.  Meyer.  Walter  Millis.  George  N.  Shustek.  Raymond  Gram  Swing. 

Robert  J.  Watt 
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Archibald  MacLeish, 
Library  of  Congress, 
Washington,  D.  C. 

Dear  Mr.  MacLeish: 

The  other  day  we  saw  an  advance  copy  of  an  article  in  the  forthcoming  issue 
of  Life  Magazine  (out  next  Friday) ,  which  so  impressed  us  that  we  are  calling 
your  especial  attention  to  it. 

The  article,  "Voices  of  Defeat,"  deals  calmly  and  objectively  with  a  dozen 
dangerous  individuals  and  organizations  who  are  determined  that  America  shall 
lose  this  war  —  a  determination  which  they  express  not  by  treason  and  sabo- 
tage, but  by  defeatism,  division,  and  slander  of  our  war  aims. 

We  think  this  article  ought  to  stimulate  a  vast  amount  of  citizens'  protests 
against  these  defeatists.  In  addition  to  making  all  possible  use  of  it  your- 
self, it  should  be  called  to  the  attention  of  editors,  commentators,  educa- 
tors, community  leaders,  etc.  And  by  all  means  include  public  officials, 
since  they  will  take  vigorous  action  only  in  response  to  vigorous  public  pres- 
sure. 

Life  doesn't  pretend  that  this  one  piece  covers  the  subject,  and  they  are 
quite  willing  to  consider  Lxcoting  it  again  in  future  issues.  Therefore  they 
would  welcome  any  inforcation  about  other  individuals  and  movements  which 
they  overlooked,  and  especially  any  material  describing  how  individual  com- 
munities have  handled  similar  problems  themselves. 

If  you  wish  to  send  any  such  information  on  to  us,  we'll  see  that  the  maga- 
zine investigates  it  thoroughly  and  if  possible  includes  it  in  any  future 
stories. 


Ernest  Angell 
ea;fflp  President 

P.S.  You'll  also  be  interested  in  the  enclosed  reprint  of  o\ir  ad  in  the  New 
York  Times.  The  man  who  put  up  the  |1,000  for  it  wants  to  remain  anonymous, 
but  we  can  vouch  for  him  as  a  good  citizen.  He  would  like  to  see  it  in  every 
paper  in  the  country,  but  he  isn't  a  millionaire  and  can't  afford  to.  We 
hope  you  can  help  us  give  this  message  a  wider  hearing,  or  make  such  use  of 
it  as  you  can. 

Raymond  Gram  Swing,  Chairman  Ernest  Angbli.,  President  C.  D.  Jackson,  Chairman  of  the  Board 

Lyman  Bryson,  Chairman,  Executive  Committee  Evans  Clark,  Secretary  Percy  S.  Brown,  Treasurer 

Executive   Committee:   Ernest   Angell,   Stephen   Vincent   Benet,  Percy  S.   Brown,   Cass  Canfield,   Carl   J.   Friedrjch, 
George   M.    Harrison,   C.    D.   Jackson,   Walter   Millis,   George   N.   Shuster,   Raymond  Gram   Swing,   Ordway  Tead, 
Qlltk    • . , .  9  Robert  J.  Watt 
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How  can  YOU 
help  win  this  war? 
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Here*s  how  one  man   answered  this  question   for  himself 


The  Thinking 


I  am  a  plain,  private  individual. 

I've  spent  many  years  abroad.     /  know  what  totalitarianism  means. 

In  America,  an  individual  still  counts.  And  there  are  more  than 
130,000,000  of  us.  As  a  member  of  this  multitude,  what  can  /  do — 
what  can  any  one  of  us  do — to  help  beat  the  Axis  and  all  it  stands  for 
— to  help  America  and  her  Allies  win  this  terrible  war? 


Thp     W^itintf     ^  '°°''  ^  pencil  and  put  down  on  paper  all  the  questions^  could  think  of  which 
I  llw      III  lUllg     ^^  American  not  in  the  armed  forces  ought  to  be  asking  himself  if  he  is  going  to 
help  win  this  war.     When  I  got  through,  I  found  there  were  ten  important 
ones.   Here  they  are,  as  briefly  as  I  could  write  them: 


1  Do  I  realize  we  are  fighting,  not  for  conquest, 
but  for  our  very  existence  as  a  people? 

•B  Have  I  stopped  putting  my  personal  profit 
aba^s  Jha.  nnfional. interest? 

O  Am  I  willing  to  use  my  spare  time  (I  do  have 
to  make  a  living)  to  cooperate  in  civiliaa  de- 
fense work? 

^  Am  I  determined  (a)  to  stop  grumbling  about 
the  job  that's  being  done  when  I'm  not  sure 
of  my  facts,  and  (b)  to  send  constructive  sug- 
gestions to  the  proper  authorities? 


£S  Am  I  doing  everything  possible  to  economize 
in  my  use  of  essential  materials — rubber,  oil, 
electricity,  etc.? 

'y  Ami  tr\ing  to  sate  waste  materials — paper,  tin 
cans,  metal  tubes,  etc. — and  to  facilitate  their 
collection    by    segregating    them    from    other 


O  Am  I  buying  Defense  Bonds  to  the  limit  of  my 
ability? 

O  Am  I  contributing  as  much  as  possible  to  the 
Red  Cross  and  other  welfare  organizations 
which  need  funds  now  more  than  ever? 


K      Am  I  being  as  careful  as  I  can  be  about  repeat-      1 A     Do  I  always  and  ever  remember  Pearl  Harbor 
ing  groundless  rumors  that  might  obstruct  the  and  my  pledge  to  help  pay  back  this  treach* 

work  or  help  the  enemy?  erous  assault  a  thousand  times? 


The  Doing 


I  myself  am  trying  to  answer  YES  to  every  one  of  these  questions.  I  deter- 
mined to  publish  them  in  this  paper  as  a  reminder  to  my  fellow  citizens  who 
maybe  have  not  had  my  experience,  o  r  time  to  think  about  what  they  can  do 


If  they — you,  I  really  mean — can,  or  will,  answer  YES  to  all  my  ten  questions, 
we'll  WIN  THIS  WAR — ^by  getting  behind  the  boys  who  are  giving  their 
Uves  to  protect  ours. 


We  Stand  Bacl( 
Of  This  lyian 


He  came  to  our  office.  He  said  he 
didn't  want  his  name  used  because  he 
wanted  no  personal  publicity.  We 
looked  him  up.  We  found  he  was  a 
loyal,  hard-working  man  who  deeply 
appreciated  the  liberty  which  so  many 
Americans  take  for  gtanted,  and  which 
it  now  in  such  grave  danger.  We  told 
him  we  would  act  as  sponsor  for 
him.  He  is  paying  for  this  space. 


We  urge  you  to  take  bis  questions 
and  his  message  to  heart  and  follow 
his  example.  Tear  out  this  advertise- 
ment. Think  about  it.  Keep  it  in 
your  pocket.  Show  it  to  your  friends. 
If  you  have  facilities  to  reproduce  it 
— in  pamphlet  form,  in  other  news- 
papers, in  business  house-organs,  or  in 
any  other  way — please  do  it.  You 
don't  have  to  have  his  consent  or  ours. 


THE  OOUMGIL  FOB  OEMOOIUfiYLii  WEST  42N0  STREET,  NEW'YORKOin 
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This  ia  a  reguest  for  a  loan  ... 

A  rather  peculiar  loan,  secured  hy  an  airplane  —  a  P-40  fighter  just 
about  to  get  under  way  "somewhere  in  America". 

This  P-40  will  go  on  the  assembly  line  in  a  few  days.  In  a  few  weeks  

if  it  is  finished  on  schedule  —  it  will  be  on  its  way  to  MacArthur  in 
Australia. 

You  will  never  see  the  plane.  But  I  am  assigning  it  to  you  as  your 
security  with  perfect  certainty  that  ~  if  it  is  finished  on  schedule  ~ 
you  will  feel  that  your  loan  is  as  good  as  if  you  were  making  it  to  your 
best  friend* 

What  worries  me  at  the  moment  is  that  phrase  "on  schedule", 

A  lot  of  men  will  be  working  on  this  P-40,  and  most  of  them  will  do  their 
damnedest  to  hurry  it  along  to  MacArthur.  But  there  are  two  in  the  crowd 
who  are  not  yet  "sold"  on  their  Jobs. 

JOE  WELCH*  will  do  some  of  the  electric  wiring.  Joe  is  a 
good  American,  but  he  still  thinks  this  is  a  "capitalis- 
tic war"  —  he's  sure  somebody  is  going  to  make  a  "pile 
of  dough"  out  of  it.  So  why  should  he  work  his  fingers 
off  for  a  couple  of  extra  dollars  a  week  to  push  P-403 
down  the  line  so  some  guy  in  Wall  Street  can  soak  away  a 
couple  of  extra  millions  at  the  end  of  the  war? 

FRED  GRUBER*  is  a  good  American,  too,  but  he  was  out  of 
work  for  most  of  1940  and  had  the  devil's  own  time  get- 
ting enough  food  for  his  two  kids  to  eat.  So  when  he  got 

Publish  •      ^  message  several  months  ago  from  his  cousin  Hans,  who  is 
one  of  Hitler's  Storm  Troopers,  that  everything  in  Hitler 

HAY  2  8  1942  Germany  was  tops  and  why  the  hell  should  America  fight 

♦  These  names  are  fictitious,  of  course. 

Raymond  Gram  Swing,  Honorary  Chairman  Ernest  Angell,  President  C.  D.  Jackson,  Chairman  of  tlie  Board 

Lyman  Bryson,  Chairman,  Executive  Committee  Evans  Clark,  Secretary  Percy  S.  Brown,  Treasurer 

Executive  Committee:  Ernest  Angell,  Stephen  Vincent  Benet,  Percy  S.  Brown,  Cass  Canfield,  Clark  M.  Eichelberger, 
Carl  J.  Friedrich,  Arthur  J.  Goldsmith,  George  M.  Harwson,  C.  D.  Jackson,  Mrs.  Oswald  B.  Lord,  Arthur  S.  Meyer, 
Walter  Millis,  George  N.  Shuster,  Raymond  Gram  Swing,  Ordway  Tead,  Robert  J.  Watt 
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BULLETIN  NO,  29 


TIHAT  ARE  A?ffiRICAN  SOLDIERS  THINKING  AB'JUT  THE  FUTURE? 

"Very  little  if  at  all"  is  the  answer  given  by  Drew  Middleton,  the  brillant 
young  North  African  correspondent  of  the  New  York  Times,  Although  the  edu- 
cational level  of  the  American  soldiers  is  considerably  higher  than  that 
of  their  opposite  numbers  in  the  British  and  French  armies,  indifference 
and  complacency  mark  their  attitudes  toward  winning  the  peace. 

Drew  Middleton,  himself  orly  slightly  older  than  the  soldiers,  has  observed 
them  "in  Iceland,  Britain,  North  Africa,  in  camps  during  maneuvers,  aboard 
transports,  and  on  trucks  rolling  to  the  front,"  He  has  no  doubts  whatso- 
ever about  their  determination  to  smash  throurh  to  victory.  But,  "It  is 
in  the  organization  of  the  world  after  victory  that  they  are  not  interested. 
His  findings,  given  in  full  in  the  lead  article  of  the  New  York  Times  Maga- 
zine of  May  2,  may  be  digested  as  follows: 

American  soldiers  want  to  go  back  to  the  same  kind 
of  world  they  know  in  1939,  Few  realize  it  can  never 
be  the  same  kind  of  world  again. 

United  States  pilots  evidence  little  interest  in  the 
problems  of  global  aviation  after  the  war.  They  will 
tell  you,  "'Why,  the  air's  free,  just  as  the  ocean 
should  be"  -  and  then  change  the  subject.  Senior  air 
officers  encounter  difficulty  in  interesting  subordi- 
nates in  the  future  of  air  power, 

America's  real  position  as  a  world  power  is  not  under- 
stood by  our  soldiers.  They  overestimate  the  importance 
of  our  industrial  strength  and  underestimete  the  immense 
moral  strength  of  the  United  States  in  world  affairs. 

They  are  unaware  of  their  own  power  of  shaping  iVmerican 
policy  in  the  post-war  years.  Rarely  do  they  give 
attention  to  our  relations  with  Britain,  China,  Russia, 
or  the  other  United  Nations. 

Russia's  position  both  now  and  after  the  war  is  little 
understood.  Few  soldiers  have  heard  of  the  Anglo- 
Russian  treaty. 


by  GEORGE  BRITT 


PufaHshed  Jointly  by  *l>e 

COUNCIL    FOR    DEMOCRACY 

and  the 

NATIONAL  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  CAUSE 
AND  CURE  OF  WAR 
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Dedicated  to  the  Propagation  of 
an  American  Faith  in  Democracy 
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Tfie  Council  Believes  That 

— the  Axis  must  be  completely  crushed.  A  peace 
based  upon  compromise  or  motivated  by  re- 
venge would  result  in  a  more  deadly  attack 
upon  our  civilization. 

— the  common  bond  of  the  United  Nations  is 
the  only  path  to  victory  and  the  only  basis  for 
an  enduring  peace. 

— America  has  a  permanent  responsibility  with 
the  other  free  peoples  to  maintain  the  peace 
and  security  of  the  entire  world.  This  is  the 
only  way  to  avoid  a  never-ending  series  of 
wars. 

— discrimination  against  minorities  is  a  form  of 
disunion  which  threatens  the  liberties  of  all. 

— freedom  in  war  or  peace  demands  a  vigorous 
and  well-informed  public  opinion,  not  passive 
acceptance  of  government  controls.  Increased 
government  powers  must  bring  increased  citi- 
zens' participation  in  government. 

— all  power  comes  from  the  people.  Extraordi- 
nary powers  necessarily  assumed  by  govern- 
ment in  time  of  war  are  held  in  trusteeship  for 
the  people  and  must  revert  to  them  when  a 
peaceful  world  is  assured. 

— we  must  prepare  to  open  up  after  the  war  every 
opportunity  for  private  initiative  and  indivi- 
dual freedom  consistent  with  national  and  per- 
sonal security. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT 


HM\  POISON 

An  exposure  of  Hitter's  divid«- 
«nd  -  conquer  tactics.  It  discusses 
arrti  -  Semitism  in  the  United  States. 
No.  8,  "Oemoaacy  in  Action"  series. 


The  Council  For  Democracy 
is  worting— 

•  To  inspire  the  American  people  with 
a  fighting  faith; 

•  To  help  them  understand  the  differ- 
ence it  will  make  to  every  one  of  us  if 
we  let  the  Axis  take  over  the  world; 

•  To  combat  the  weaknesses  of  our 
democracy— intolerance,  discrimina- 
tion  in  any  form,  every  violation  of 
civil  liberties,  subversive  and  defeat- 
ist propaganda; 

•  To  stimulate  and  guide  practical  aid 
by  groups  and  communities  to  an  all- 
out  war  effort  and  to  the  defense  and 
strengthening  of  democracy  on  the 
home  front 
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A  Broadcast 
by 

RAYMOND  GRAM  SWING 
November  18th,  1943 


Reprinted  by  the 

Council  For  Democracy 
11  West  42nd  Street 
New  York  18,  N.  Y. 


For  Your  Infomathn  ^  ^    ^^^ 


Memorandum    from    the    COUNCIL    FOR    DEMOCRACY 

II  WEST  42nd  STREET  .   NEW  YORK 


"The  Couroil  For  Demooreoy  Is  a  national  non-partisan, 
non-politioal  organiiatlon  of  independent  citizens 
oommitted  to  the  preservotion  of  the  principles  of 
genuine  American  democrscy;  of  the  American  system  of  , 

priTate  enterprise  and  to  the  protection  of  the  Ameri- 
oan  rights  of  minority  groups," 

THE  CWNCIt  —  194! 
1.  VETERAN  REHABILITATION  ASP  RE-EMPLOYMEHT 

Several  Tital  aspects  of  the  problem  raised  by  the  return  to  olTilian  life  of  dis- 
charged veterans  have  engaged  the  Council's  attention.  Already  someJffO.OOO  senrioe 
men  have  been  honorably  discharged  for  reasons  of  age  or  disability.  Brigadier  General 
Hlnes,  in  charge  of  the  Veterans'  Bureau,  estimates  that  by  the  end  of  1944  there  will 
be  nearly  2,000,000. 

The  problem  will  be  a  staggering  one.   It  involres  not  only  re-integrating  into 
Industry,  commerce  and  agriculture  men  who  gave  up  their  jobs  to  enter  the  service  - 
jobs  which  have  since  been  filled  by  other  men  or  by  women  -  but  also  the  first  employ>" 
ment  of  youths  who  have  never  been  gainfully  employed.   It  calls  for  the  creation  and 
proper  allocation  of  reserve  funds  by  private  industrial  and  commercial  units  as  a 
baoklog  for  reconversion  to  peaeetlne  operation  during  the  period  after  oaneelletlon 
of  war  contracts. 

The  Council  has  believed  that,  because  of  its  non-partisan  and  non-polltloal 
position,  it  was  unusually  well  qualified  to  serve  as  a  cooperating  organisation  In 
the  efforts  to  solve  these  momentous  problems. 

A,  otateitien't  on  Tax  Problems 

Consequently,  the  Council  called  together  In  June  1943  men  representing  Industry 
and  labor,  and  recogniced  authorities  in  the  field  of  economics  to  examine  the  basie 
problem  and  to  devise  methods  to  meet  the  challenge.  After  six  months  of  study  and 
numerous  meetings  of  this  group,  a  report  vras  prepared  which  has  since  been  widely 
distributed  to  the  Council's  directors  and  to  Industrialists,  labor  leaders,  researoh 
groups  and  eoonomlsts. 

Briefly,  this  statement  presents  the  need  for  immediate  tax  revision  to  provide 
for  tax-free  reoonveraion  funds  which  would  serve  as  a  production  Impetus  during  the 
transition  period  and  thus  Insure  the  payment  of  wages  and  salaries  to  returned 
veterans  where  funds  for  this  purpose  are  otherwise  non-existent.   As  a  second  sugges- 
tion for  the  same  ultimate  purpose,  the  statoment  calls  for  an  extension  of  the 
accounting  period  for  the  carry-back  of  losses  against  profits  to  either  three  to  five 
years  after  the  end  of  the  war. 

To  date,  more  than  10,000  copies  of  this  statement  have  been  mailed  to  people 
whose  influence  can  count  in  the  implementation  of  the  sugfrested  solutions.  This  list 
will  bo  further  extended  when  funds  are  provided.  The  response  received  has  been  con- 
structive as  well  as  overwhelmingly  favorable,   (If  you  have  not  received  a  copy  of 
this  report,  please  let  us  knowi) 

B,  Further  Studies 


Further  Council  studies  looking  to  early  action  are  currently  being  made  of  these 
other  aspects  of  the  re-employment  problem  staggered  demobilisation,  resumption  of 
Interrupted  educttion,  occupational  training,  recovery  of  lost  social  security  status, 

2,  RACE  RELATIONS 

The  problems  which  seemed  to  us  most  acute  werei  the  attitude  of  the  Negro  and 
white  newspapers  toward  each  other  and  toward  the  war  problems  of  the  Negro  in  Ameri- 
can life,  now  and  after  the  wari  and  the  Integration  of  the  Negro  into  American  in- 
dustry. 

During  194S,  wb  hav*  carried  out  the  following  projects  in  this  flaldi 

A,  A  Conference  on  the  Negro-White  Press  and  Their  Mutual  Responsibilities 

This  two-day  meeting  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hotel  on  May  7th  and  8th  was  attended  by 
Negro  editors  and  white  editors,  representing  S2  Negro  and  10  white  papers  in  22  oitlei 
from  ooast  to  coast.  This  was  the  first  oonferenoe  of  its  kind  In  Amerlean  history  at 
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"The  Council  For  Doraocraoy  la  a  netlonal  non-partisan, 
non-politloal  crganlratlon  of  Independent  oltlien* 
eommltted  to  the  preservation  of  the  principles  of 
genuine  American  demooreoyi  of  the  jVmerloan  system  of 
private  enterprise  and  to  the  protection  of  the  Amerl- 
7^.  can  rights  of  minority  groups." 
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THE  COTNCIL     —     194! 

1.  7ETERAH  REHABILITATION  AHD  RE-EMPLOYMEm 

Several  vital  aspects  of  the  problem  raised  by  the  return  to  oivlllso  life  of  dis- 
charged veterans  have  engaged  the  Council's  attention.  Already  some^O,000  service 
men  have  been  honorably  discharged  for  reasons  of  age  or  disability.  Brigadier  General 
Hinss,  In  charge  of  the  Veterans'  Bureau,  estimates  that  by  the  end  of  1944  there  will- 
be  nearly  2,000,000. 

The  problem  will  be  a  staggering  one.   It  involves  not  only  re-integrating  into 
industry,  commerce  and  agrloulture  men  who  gave  up  their  jobs  to  enter  the  service  - 
jobs  which  have  since  been  filled  by  other  men  or  by  women  -  but  also  the  first  employ- 
ment of  youths  who  have  never  been  gainfully  employed.   It  calls  for  the  creation  and 
proper  allocation  of  reserve  funds  by  private  Industrial  and  commercial  units  as  a 
backlog  for  reconversion  to  peacetime  operation  during  the  period  after  cancellation 
of  war  contracts. 

The  Council  has  believed  that,  because  of  its  non-partisan  and  non-political 
position,  it  was  unusually  well  qualified  to  serve  as  a  cooperating  organication  In 
the  efforts  to  solve  these  momentous  problem*. 

A,  Statement  on  Ia»  Problems 

Consequently,  the  Council  called  together  in  June  194S  men  representing  industry 
and  labor,  and  recognised  authorities  in  the  field  of  economics  to  examine  the  basio 
problem  and  to  devise  methods  to  meet  the  challenge.  After  six  months  of  study  and 
numerous  meetings  of  this  group,  a  report  was  prepared  which  has  since  been  widely 
distributed  to  the  Coionoil's  directors  and  to  industrialists,  labor  leaders,  research 
groups  and  economists. 

Briefly,  this  statement  presents  the  need  for  immediate  tax  revision  to  provide 
for  tax-free  reconversion  funds  which  would  serve  as  a  production  impetus  during  the 
transition  period  and  thus  Insure  the  payment  of  wages  and  salaries  to  returned 
veterans  where  funds  for  this  purpose  are  otherwise  non-existent.  As  a  second  sugges- 
tion for  the  same  ultimate  purpose,  the  statament  cells  for  an  extension  of  the 
accounting  period  for  the  carry-back  of  losses  against  profits  to  either  three  to  fiv* 
years  after  the  end  of  the  war. 

To  date,  more  then  10,000  copies  of  this  statement  have  been  mailed  to  people 
whose  influence  can  count  in  the  implementation  of  the  suggested  solutions.  This  list 
will  be  further  extended  when  funds  are  provided.  The  response  received  has  been  con- 
structive as  well  as  overwhelmingly  favorable,   (If  you  have  not  received  a  copy  of 
this  report,  please  let  us  know.) 

B.  Further  Studies 

Further  Council  studies  looking  to  early  action  are  currently  being  made  of  thes* 
other  aspeets  of  the  re-employment  problem!  staggered  demobilicatlon,  resumption  of 
interrupted  eduotlon,  occupational  training,  recovery  of  lost  social  security  status. 

2.  RACE  RELATIOKS 

The  problems  which  seemed  to  ua  most  acute  weret  the  attitude  of  the  Negro  and 
white  newspapers  toward  each  other  and  toward  the  war  problems  of  the  Negro  in  Ameri- 
can life,  now  and  after  the  war;  and  the  integration  of  the  Negro  into  American  in- 
dustry. 

During  194S,  we  have  carried  out  the  following  projeots  in  this  fields 

A.  A  Conference  on  the  Negro-White  Press  and  Their  Jfutual  Responsibilities 

This  two-day  meeting  at  the  Pennsylvania  Hotel  on  May  7th  and  8th  was  attended  by 
Hegro  editors  and  white  editors,  representing  32  Negro  and  10  white  papers  in  22  citlet 
from  coast  to  coast.  This  was  the  first  oonferenoe  of  its  kind  in  American  history  at 


